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northern Pacific. Likewise the logging camps
of the state and of the Northwest generally
procure most of their supplies from the city.
Fish packing1 and canning employs many
workmen.

Transportation. The harbor is one of the
best salt water harbors in the world; by
means of the Lake Washington ship canal the
lakes have been connected with Puget Sound
so that the waterfront measures some 193
miles. The many commercial piers include
the largest in the world; the locks in the canal
will accommodate 780-foot ships. The largest
ocean steamships can reach the city in all
seasons of the year. Convenient transporta-
tion to all Northwest centers is provided by
rail, interurban, motorbus, ferry, steamship
and air service. The railroads that touch
the city are the Chicago, Milwaukee, Saint
Paul & Pacific; the Great Northern; the
Northern Pacific; the Pacific Coast; the
Union Pacific and the Canadian Pacific (by
steamship service). There are two interur-
ban lines, four bus lines and three airports.

History. Settlement of Seattle began in
1852. It was laid out as a town in 1853.
Growth was slow until connection was estab-
lished with the first transcontinental railway
in 1884. In 1889 a fire destroyed the main
part of the city, with a loss of more than
$10,000,000. Rebuilding was prompt. The
discovery of gold in Alaska and subsequent
acquisition of the Philippines emphasized
this strategic location on the route of com-
merce and gave marked impetus to growth*
The Alaska-Yukon-Pacific Exposition of
1909-1910 celebrated this great development.
At one time Seattle was building more ships
than any other city in the United States.
Population, 1930, 365,583.

SEA UR'CHINi, or ECHINUS, ekfnus,
a genus of sea animals belonging to the same
group as the starfish, sea lily and sea cucum-
ber (see ECHINODEBMS). The body of the
sea urchin is more or less globular and cov-
ered with a shell which is often studded with
movable spines* Sea urchins, of which there
are many species, are found in shallow water
iti almost all parts of the world, those of the
tropical regions being largest.

SEA'WEED, the common name for any
plant which grows in water. See ALGAE;
KELP.

SEBASTIAN, selas'chm, SAIOT (f-288),
a Roman soldier and Christian martyr who
was put to death by .Emperor Diocletian.

His position as captain of the Praetorian
G-uard gave him the coveted opportunity of
spreading Christianity and protecting its ad-
herents. Diocletian, on hearing of this, or-
dered Sebastian to be tied to a stake and shot
with arrows. Irene, a Christian, is said to
have taken him to her home and cared for him
until his wounds were healed. When Sebas-
tian, after his recovery, accused Diocletian
of cruelty, the young soldier was condemned
to be beaten to death.

SEBAS'TOPOL (SEVASTOPOL)^
great naval harbor in Southern Russia, on
the southwestern extremity of the Crimean
peninsula, at the head of a four mile inlet
which forms one of the best roadsteads for
vessels on the Black Sea. The city occupies
a strip of land between two bays at the head
of the inlet, on elevated ground. Sehnstopol
was founded by Catherine II in 1784, and in
1804 it was made a naval base. The place was
the scene of a terrible sieg'e in the Crimean
war. Population, 75,000.

SECESSION, sesesh'un, in United States

UNDER SUBFACT OF SEA TJECHIN
history, a term applied to the withdrawal of
a state from the Union. The idea of seces-
sion appeared at many times during the early
years of the republic, and the right of seces-
sion was conceded by many. Every impor-
tant change in policy gave opportunity for
the minority party to suggest secession as a
means of compelling the party in power to
change its course It was suggested at the
Louisiana Purchase, at the War of 1812, at
the passage of the tariff of 1828 and at vari-
ous times during the slavery controversy. In
1860, after the election of Abraham Lincoln
as President, secession waa actually carried*
out, eleven Southern states seceding and form-
ing the Confederate States of America/This
"brought on the Wax of Secession, or Civil